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When you read the word “revival,” what comes to your mind? Do you picture a large arena 
where a captivated audience responds to the preaching of Billy Graham or Greg Laurie? Or is it 
the Great Awakening of the 1700s in America when pastors traveled from town to town 
encouraging people who had spiritually lost their way to return to God? The spiritual course of 
history was changed as people repented of their sins. Or perhaps when you read the word 
“revival,” a more personal encounter with God is evoked. Maybe you experienced one with Him 
after you repented and then began to pursue the Lord with all your heart. Or perhaps revival is 
a longing of your heart right now. 

A revival is a spiritual reawakening that starts 
with a deep conviction of sin followed by 
repentance and obedience. As the word 
implies, a person’s life is revived in the Lord. 
It includes a resurfacing of love for God, 
pursuing holiness, a passion for reading the 
Bible, conviction of personal and corporate 
sin, a spirit of deep humility, and a desire to 

share the gospel with others. Revival can be personal, or it can sweep throughout a nation, as 
we’ll see in Ezra 10, causing the Jewish exiles to turn back to God.  

When we left Ezra last week, he was down on his knees weeping, praying, and confessing the 
sins of the Jewish people before God. Overcome with their guilt and poor choices, he knew the 
only response was repentance. Revival always begins with repentance. But Ezra’s repentance 
was not sufficient for the nation. According to the Mosaic Law, each person who sinned needed 
to acknowledge their sin before God, turn from it, and follow God’s commands. God’s word 
was clear concerning intermarriage. The pagans were an idolatrous nation, and their influence 
was detrimental to the Jewish people whom God had set apart to be holy unto Him. Ezra 10 
describes a revival in the hearts of God’s people. Hard choices would need to be made in 
obedience to God, but with obedience often comes God’s blessing, even if you can’t see it in 
the moment. 

A REVIVAL IS A SPIRITUAL

REAWAKENING THAT STARTS 

WITH A DEEP CONVICTION

OF SIN FOLLOWED BY

REPENTANCE AND OBEDIENCE. 
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As you read Ezra 10, don’t lose sight of God’s heart and message when you see the Jews separate 
themselves unto God. As one of the leaders among the Jewish people declared in Ezra 10:4, “Arise, 
for this matter is your responsibility. We are also with you. Be of good courage and do it.” We, too, 
must take responsibility for our wayward hearts and our sin against God. As we return to Him in all 
areas of our lives and separate ourselves from the world, we will find our hearts revived in Him.
 

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD

Open in Prayer
Read Ezra 10

EXPERIENCING GOD’S WORD

EXPERIENCE 1

Overview of the Chapter

1. Who are the key people in the narrative? (You do not need to name all the people listed in the  
 genealogies.) 

2. What solution is given to the sin that arose among the people?

3. When does the text take place?
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4. How do the people respond to the suggestion Shechaniah gives? How would this solution   
 remedy their sin problem? 

5. What do the Israelites do and how does the chapter end? 

EXPERIENCE 2 

Responsibility and Repentance

Ezra 10:1–4

1. Read Ezra 10:1. Ezra is responding openly to the sins of the Jewish people. Recall from Ezra 9  
 the sin committed against God. Describe Ezra’s actions and the people’s response to Ezra.
 

2. Read Ezra 10:2–4 and answer the following questions:

 a.  Who is Shechaniah? What do you learn about Shechaniah from verses 2–4? Keep in mind he  
    was a leader in Israel. As you answer, consider Ezra 10:26 as well. How does he identify with  
    Ezra’s plea before God? 
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 b. Shechaniah makes two statements in verses 2–3. Write the statements below:

  1) 

  2) 

 c. How might Shechaniah’s words have brought comfort to Ezra? 

 d. The remedy given for the sin of the people may seem harsh. What does Shechaniah point to as  

  the basis for their actions? How should this remove doubt among the people as they carry out  

  this difficult action? (v. 3)

 e. What qualification does Shechaniah give for those who will join him? Explain what his

  qualification means in your own words (v. 3). Recall the similarity of expressions used in

  Ezra 10:3 with Ezra 9:4 (see Week 8, Experience 2, question 5). 
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 f. How do Shechaniah’s commands demonstrate genuine repentance? 

 g. Use verse 4 to explain why Shechaniah gives Ezra the responsibility of taking care of this    

  matter. How does he show support? 

3. Let’s get a little more context for Shechaniah's response to the people’s sin. Read Malachi    

 2:13–16. God uses marriage as an example to make a spiritual and physical analogy. Answer

 the following questions based on the verses from Malachi 2.

 a. Read Jeremiah 3:6–15. What is God’s heart for His people? How does He continue using the  

  marriage example to emphasize His desires for the people?  

 b. Summarize how Ezra and Shechaniah are acting in accordance with God’s heart. 
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EXPERIENCE 3 

The Word of God

Ezra 10:5–17

1. Read Ezra 10:5–6. One of the commands found in verse 3 required the Jews to make a covenant,  

 or promise, with God concerning their response to sin. What is the basis for the oath? 

 a. Go back to Ezra 7:10. How do Ezra’s actions in Ezra 10:5–7 confirm his faith and covenant

  with God? 

 b. Read 2 Chronicles 34:29–33 and compare it with Ezra 10:5–7. How do Ezra’s words follow

  the example of King Josiah who led Israel approximately 160 years prior? 

 c. According to Ezra 10:5–7, who does Ezra include in the swearing of the oath? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Hilkiah’s discovery of the ‘Book of the Law of the LORD’ began a great revival in Israel [2 Chronicles 
34:14–15]. King Josiah’s response to the book inspired him to initiate a reformation and refocus atten-
tion on Jerusalem as the center of worship (see 2 Kings 23:4–20). It was one of the nation’s greatest 
moments.” (Radmacher, Earl D., et al. NKJV Study Bible: New King James Version, p. 759)
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2. Read Ezra 10:7–8. Describe the proclamation sent out to the Jewish people. What were the   
 consequences if they did not comply? Consider what you learned in Ezra 8:28 and 9:2 when  
 you answer. 

3. Read Ezra 10:9–12. Describe the obedience observed in these verses. Compare verses 9–12   
 with Shechaniah’s commands in Ezra 10:2–3. How is each command fulfilled? 

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“It was the ninth month—i.e., between the end of December and the beginning of January, which 
is the coldest and most rainy season of the year in Palestine.” (Fausset, A R, et al. Jamieson, 
Fausset & Brown’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, p.345)

4. Read Ezra 10:13–17 and answer the following questions:

 a. How was the sin of the people dealt with in fairness, scrutiny, and order? 
   

 b. What was the desired outcome? 
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 c. All the people did not come together in agreement. Who opposed the separation in verse 15?  
  Meshullam was among the assembly and is named in verse 15. His response might be under- 
  stood by looking at verses 18 and 29. What did Meshullam do that might have explained his  
  opposition? 

EXPERIENCE 4 

Recognizable Action

Ezra 10:18–44

1. Read Ezra 10:18–44. This list names those who had taken pagan wives. This is the third and final  
 list of genealogies given in the book of Ezra. This list is broken into two groups of people: those  
 who were set apart to serve in the temple (priests, Levites, singers, and the gatekeepers) and   
 others from within the larger Israelite community. Why do you think Ezra listed them by name?  
 What purpose might this accomplish?

 a. To get a better understanding of how many people were involved in this sin, examine the list of  
  names in the verses and then calculate the total for each group by filling in the chart on the  
  following page. We will use this information in question 2.
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2. What was the total number who sinned within the leadership versus the total number among   
 the other members of the community? What conclusion can you draw from these totals? What  
 do you notice about the conduct of the leaders and its impact on the community? 

3. Read Ezra 10:18 and Ezra 2:2. There is one name repeated in both verses. (Remember, Ezra   
 2:2 is the first wave of exiles.) Explain who he was, what his title was, and what has occurred in  
 his family.

4. Read Ezra 10:19. What actions do the priests take to demonstrate their recognition of their sin  
 as well as their need for forgiveness?

  Who?    How many?

Priests (v. 18–22) 

Levites (v. 23) 

Singers (v. 24) 

Gatekeepers (v.24) 

Others (v. 25–44) 
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 a. Why are these steps necessary for a revival to occur?

5. The last verse in the book of Ezra, verse 44, ends on a sad note. What more do you learn about  
 the men who are listed? Why would this make the divorce even more difficult?

DEEPER EXPERIENCE

“Ezra wrote nothing about what happened to these foreign women or their children. Presumably they 
returned to their pagan countries. The narrative ends abruptly at this point. The message of the book 
is complete. In order for the people to be back in fellowship with the Lord it was absolutely necessary 
for them to have proper temple worship (Ezra 1–6) and to live according to God’s Word (Ezra 
7–10).” (John Walvoord and Roy Zuck, Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, p. 671) 

6. At the beginning of our study, we pointed out that one of the themes of Ezra centered on God’s  
 faithfulness. As we end the study, how have you seen God’s faithfulness woven throughout this   
 book? What other themes did you notice as you studied Ezra? How did these themes strengthen  
 your understanding of God and your walk with Him? 
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ACTING ON GOD’S WORD

We opened Ezra 10 with Ezra in a state of despondency over Israel’s sin and the Jewish people 
weeping alongside him. They recognized what they had done. Knowing the word of God through 
the Law of Moses, they knew that their marriages to the Canaanites were also marriages with 
pagan idolatry. As God’s chosen people, they had put their affections and hearts outside of God’s 
holiness and commands. They had forsaken God, sinned, and brought far-reaching consequences 
upon themselves. But they were not without hope. For even in their unfaithfulness, God proved to 
be faithful. A response was required of them before a revival could come. God doesn’t restore the 
broken until the broken recognize their need for God and seek the restoration only He can give.

That’s what happened in Ezra 10:2–4. There are five very clear steps that can spark a revival in our 
own lives as well as those around us. As we close out the book of Ezra, let’s apply what we’ve 
learned in this chapter to our lives. As we do, we’ll consider some New Testament parallels along-
side Ezra 10. 

• STEP 1: Acknowledge your sin against God (Ezra 10:2)
 We looked at the vital importance of repentance in our walks with God in Ezra 2, 3, and 9. Ezra  
 circled back to it in Ezra 10. The Israelites were specific in their acknowledgment of sin before  
 God. John addressed this in 1 John 1:9 when he wrote, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful  
 and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

 Are you specific with God in areas of sin or are you more general? Why is specificity important  
 when repenting? How can you apply this to your life today? 
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• STEP 2: Trust the God of hope to forgive and restore you (Ezra 10:2)
 Paul said in Romans 8:24–25, “For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope;  
 for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly  
 wait for it with perseverance.” 

 How does trust in God and hope in His forgiveness strengthen and encourage you to persevere  
 against sin and to come to Him for repentance? 

• STEP 3: Set your heart on God (Ezra 10:3)
 When the exiles made a covenant with God, they set their hearts on Him and desired to obey
 Him. In their obedience, they found peace and blessing. Paul said in Colossians 3:2, “Set your  
 mind [affection] on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

 The Israelites had to make an active choice to put their affection and mind on God over their   
 desire for the Canaanites. How have you seen your mind and affections impact your walk with  
 God? As a New Testament believer, how does making a vow to God today compare with the vow  
 the Israelites made to God in Old Testament times? 



• STEP 4: Make a change (Ezra 10:3)
 This step is straightforward; when sin is revealed, a choice must be made to change behavior,  
 position, or companionships. Throughout the New Testament, we are instructed to put off the  
 old man of carnality and to put on the new man created in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 4:22–24).  
 Sin is a work of the flesh. 

 How is the old man, or the flesh, operating in your life today? What changes can you make to  
 turn from this sin and back to God? 

• STEP 5: Follow God’s Word (Ezra 10:3)
 The Jewish people knew the word of God; His desires, commandments, and boundaries. We,  
 too, must know God’s word and follow it. It safeguards us and guides our steps. Psalm 119:11  
 says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” 

 How have you seen God’s word protect you? Guide you? Revive you? 

• How could Ezra 10 have ended differently if these steps had not been recognized or imple-  
 mented? How can you apply this lesson to your own obedience and walk with the Lord? 
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DELIGHTING IN GOD’S WORD

This week’s lesson reminded us of God’s faithfulness to the unfaithful. Additionally, we learned that 
our sin must be acknowledged and confessed before God, and choices must be made to follow God’s 
word above all things. God is faithful to revive the hearts of those who seek Him in repentance. Using 
the New King James Version of the Bible, fill in the verses below from Psalm 119:36–40. 

“Incline _______________________to Your testimonies, and not to covetousness. __________ 

_______________my eyes from looking at worthless things, and ________________ me in Your 

way. Establish Your _____________ to Your servant, who is devoted to fearing You. Turn away 

my __________________which I dread, for Your _____________________are good. Behold I 

long for Your precepts; __________________ me in Your__________________________.” 

Close in Prayer
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Teaching Title

WEEK 9: REVIVAL

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 
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Teaching Title

WEEK 9: REVIVAL

Teaching Videos and handouts are available for free at www.delightinginthelord.com. 


